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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with otrikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 4, 5 and 9 and AMEND claims 1, 6, 8 and 10-16 in accordance 
with the following: 

1 . (currently amended) An electronic purchase system for providing a place-sjtewhere a 
seller and a plurality of purchasers participate, comprising: 

a storage unit storing sales-related information about a commodity that the seller offers; 

a purchaser registration unit registering at loaot ono of tho purchasers a permission flag 
indicating, for each of the purchasers, whether the selle r permits a trade therewith; aftd 

a publication unit making the sales-related information public to any of the purchasers 
rcgi=t c rod by caid r i i r-h-"-™ mj i rtntinn un i t onl y if the permission flag corresponding to each 
information receiving purchaser indicates t hat the seller permits the trade therewith; and 

a management unit recording a trade amount for each of the purchasers and updating 
the permission flag to reject trades with each restricted purchaser when the trade amount 
corresponding thereto for a oast period meets at least one criterion. 

2. (original) The electronic purchase system according to claim 1 , wherein the sales- 
related information is set for each purchaser company by the seller. 

3. (original) The electronic purchase system according to claim 1, wherein information 
registered in said purchaser registration unit is updated based on a trade between the seller and 
each purchaser. 

4. ((canceled) 

5. (canceled) 
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6. (currently amended) An electronic purchase system for providing a p l ac e site where a 
seller and a plurality of purchasers participate, comprising: 

a storage unit storing sales-related information about a commodity that the seller offers 
and is individually set for at least one of the purchasers and a permission flag indicating, for 
each of the at least one purchaser, whether the seller permits a trade therewith: 

a management unit recording a trade amount for each of the purchasers and updating 
the permission flag to reject trades with each restricted purchaser when the trade amount 
corresponding thereto for a past period meets at least one criterion : and 

a publication unit making public the sales-related information to any of the p l ur ali ty of 
purchasers only if the permission flag corresponding to each information receiving purchaser 
indicates that the seller permits the trade therewith . 

7. (original) The electronic purchase system according to claim 6, wherein the sales- 
related information is updated based on a trade between the seller and each purchaser. 

8. (currently amended) An electronic purchase method for providing a plase -site where 
a seller and a plurality of purchasers participate, comprising: 

inputting sales-related information about a commodity that the seller offers; 

registering at le ast on e of th e purchas e rs a permission flag indicating, for each of the 
purchasers, whether the seller permits a trade therewith , according to an instruction from the 
seller; an4 

making public the sales-related information to any of the registered purchasers only if the 
permission flag corresponding to each information receiving purchaser indicates that the seller 
permits the trade therewith: 

recording a trade amount for each of the purchasers: and 

updating the permission flag to reject trades with each restricted purchaser when the 
trade amount corresponding thereto for a past period meets at least one criterion . 

9. (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) An electronic purchase method for providing a pteee -site where 
a seller and a plurality of purchasers participate, comprising: 

inputting sales-related information about a commodity that the seller offers and is 
individually set for at least one of the purchasers; 
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-^H ^ , permission flag indir *^ for each of the at least one purchaser, whether 

the seller permits a tra de therewith; 

recording a trade amount for each of the purchasers; and 

■ .p^^ tho permission flag to rej ect trades with each restricted purchaser when the 
trade amount corre c pnnHinn thereto for a past period meets at least one criterion; and 

making public the sales-related information to an^ofjhe plwaWy^f-purchasers onlyjfthe 
permission flag corre c pnndinn to each information receiving purchaser indicates that the seller 
permits the trade therewith . 

11 . (currently amended) A storage medium storing a program executed by a computer 

to perform a method comprising: 

providing a plaee-sjte where a seller and a plurality of purchasers participate; 

receiving sales-related information about a commodity that the seller offers; 

registering gtludbluno of thn purohnrom a permission flag indicating, for each of the 
Phaser* whether th - permits a trade therewith, according to an instruction from the 
seller; and 

making public the sales-related information to anyjrfthe registered purchasersj^yjHhe 
Passion flag corre ^^™ to each information receiving purchaser indicates that the seller 

permits the trade therewith; 

rer-orHing a trade amnnnt for each o f the purchasers: and 

.■ r ^ Hwq *ho permission flag to ~j~t trades with each restricted purchaser when the 
trade amount cor res ponding thereto for a past period meets at least one criterion . 

12. (currently amended) A storage medium storing a program executed by a computer 

to perform a method comprising: 

providing a plaee-sitewhere a purchaser and a plurality of sellers participate; ft* 
registering at least one of the sellers according to an instruction from the purchaser; 
receiving a reguest related to a trade of a commodity from the purchaser; and 
making public the reguest to the registered sellers. 

13. (currently amended) A storage medium storing a program executed by a computer 

to perform a method comprising: 

providing a place-sitewhere a seller and a plurality of purchasers participate; 
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receiving sales-related information about a commodity that the seller offers and is 
individually set for at least one of the purchasers from theiHtretesef jseHer, and 

rr ^ r]n „ ram i M inn fan indicati ng f o r each of the at least one, purchaser, whether 

the seller permits a trad e therewith: 

running a trade amoi -"t for each of the purchasers; 

„ pf1ntinl ^ r ^ icci nn flan to reject trades with each restric ted purchaser when the 

making public the sales-related information to anyjrfthe plu^Hty^purchasersj^^ 
rormicgi on flag corree r™^" «" ™* information reviving purchaser indicates that the seller 
permits the trade therewith. 

14 (currently amended) The electronic purchase system according to claim 1 , 
. nrh ^ ; „ ^ o lo .tronir. nurchase s y ste m is used by a plurality of sellers, and 
. n . hrr ^ ^ ..ontmnin n^nase system further-ou.. . u.i M ..u. J m a n ngn m n nt unit 

maffiJ§ift ^^ discount unit discounting a 

trade price «« a current trade if a total or average trade amount of a purchaser for a past speafic 
period ^.t^nninf the sellers exceeds a specific value, when the purchaser purchases a 
commodity from the seller. 

15 (currently amended) The electronic purchase system according to claim 14, wherein 
a discount amount reduced from a current trade price is calculated based on a-Jhetotalor 
average t rade amount of the purchaser for a-the_past specific period. 

16 (currently amended) The electronic purchase system according to claim 14, wherein 
the total or average trade amount is a-the total or average trade amount between a-the_se.ler 
and a-the_purchaser in the current trade for a-the_past specific period. 
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